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SECRET SANTIAGO 7120 

PERSONAL FOR LTG MCAULIFFE FROM AMBASSADOR POPPER 

EO 11652: GDS 
TAGS: Cl, MASS 

SUBJECT: U.S. MILITARY GROUP CHILE 

REFS: (A) SANTIAGO 6807 (B) USCINCSO 162305Z JUL 76 

1 . ON RETURNING FROM A TRIP TO THE NORTH OF CHILE, I HAVE 
READ YOUR MESSAGE OF JULY 16 AND FULLY UNDERSTAND YOUR 
VIEWPOINT. WE OBVIOUSLY DIFFER SOMEWHAT IN OUR JUDGMENTS, 

BUT I AM SURE THE MATTER CAN BE WORKED OUT. 

2. YOU STATE IN YOUR MESSAGE THAT YOU WOULD PREFER TO HOLD 
UP PERSONNEL ACTIONS, EXCEPT THOSE IMMEDIATELY PENDING, UNTIL 
THERE HAS BEEN AN NSC DECISION ON THE WORLDWIDE MAAG/MILGP 
REQUIREMENT STUDY. THIS STRIKES ME AS EMINENTLY REASONABLE, 

THE MORE SO BECAUSE I AM SURE THAT THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE'S 
VIEWS WILL BE FULLY TAKEN INTO ACCOUNT IN THE NSC CONSIDERATION. 
ACCORDINGLY, I PROPOSE THAT WE LET MATTERS STAND AS THEY ARE 
UNTIL WE HAVE A MORE SOLID BASIS FOR POST- 1976 PLANNING. 

3. MEANWHILE. I DO HAVE A SUGGESTION AS TO YOUR PROPOSAL 

TO CURTAIL THE TOUR OF ONE INDIVIDUAL IN ORDER TO BALANCE THE 
NECESSARY REPLACEMENT FOR THE AIR FORCE LOGISTICS OFFICER. 

WE HAVE DISCUSSED THE MATTER WITH MILITARY GROUP COMMANDER 
COLONEL MAYFIELD. IT STRIKES US THAT IT WOULD BE COUNTER- 
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IN VIEW OF THE DUBIOUS FUTURE OF THE SANTIAGO MILITARY GROUP 
IN GENERAL. WE THOUGHT IT WOULD BE PREFERABLE TO DIVERT THE 
AIR FORCE LOGISITICS OFFICER AND ASSIGN LTC NEWCOMB TO THE 
LOGISTICS SLOT. LTC NEWCOMB HAS THE CONTACTS, SPEAKS SPANISH 
WELL, AND CAN HANDLE LOGISTICS PROCEDURES. UNDER OUR PROPOSAL, 
HE WOULD BE SHIFTED INTO THE AIR FORCE LOGISTICS OFFICER 
POSITION WHEN LTC DOCKERY DEPARTS IN 1977. THE OPS STAFF 
REPRESENTATIVE POSITION WOULD THEN BE ELIMINATED. 

4. COLONEL MAYFIELD AND I WOULD WELCOME YOUR REACTION TO 
THIS PROPOSAL. 

5. EVERY GOOD WISH. 

POPPER 
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